
International Holocaust Remembrance day 

The holocaust is a systematic genocide of the Jews that the Nazis carried out during Second 
World War. It is one of the greatest chatastophies of all times, however, many people still do 
not really know what horrors are hidden behind this word. Moreover, some even deny this 
historic event and firmly believe this injustice and suffering has never occured. 

In the last few days I watched a lot of documentaries on that particular topic and tried to get 
a better understanding of the situation at the time. I watched a documentary Born in 
Auschwitz, which is a story about a woman whose mother was brought there while 
pregnant. Their life in the concentration camp was hard, but it was even harder when they 
came out after war had ended. It gave me a whole new perspective. In the documentary the 
woman’s daughter appeared and it had never occured to me before, how holocauct affected 
so many generations after. She spoke about how her mother was raising her lika a survivor. 
She was preparing her for the possibiliry it would happen again. The daughter learned about 
her mother’s experience at an early age so she was always scared. This encouraged me to 
think about the best solution in those situations - to live on and try to forget , or to 
remember and pass on the frightening past experience so it is never forgotten.  

At first I was convinced it was better to forget it, to put it all behind. I mean who would want 
to live with bad memories? This is an unimaginable burden and living with it is hard and 
stressful. Moreover, passing the burden and hardship onto people surrounding you has 
terrible consequences. This was evident in the documentary as the little girl was always 
frightened. It took time and psycological help to get past it and she still to this day struggles. 

On the other hand, turning a blind eye to injustice also seems impossible and irresponsible. 
It feels unfair to forget it happened. Those were the people with their lives and families, not 
just numbers. If we close our eyes and walk away, it can easily happen again. Secondly, it is 
important to learn from past mistakes so they are not repeated. For example, we were not 
prepared for the corona virus, however, the pandemic taught us a lot. In the second wave 
we were prepared better for it. It is the same with war and everything else. You know the 
signs so you act faster, more efficiently and you try to prevent it. 

In conclusion, I believe the memory of the cruel past reality cannot be erased. I am happy it 
is discussed openly by sharing opinions, knowledge and thus raising awareness. In this way 
people will be prepared to act immediately in any kind of crisis and will not just walk away 
saying it is not up to them to decide. We all have a voice, even if is a small one, it still is a 
voice, so we have to use it to be heard. 

 

  



The Holocaust will always be remembered as a terrible and horrific event in the history. 
When we think about it now we might think that things like that could never happen in this 
modern world. However, we should already know that history repeats itself and if we are 
not aware of the things happening around us, things can quickly change.  

Nowadays, it is easy to manipulate people and force them into doing different things, 
because they are not thinking critically and can even be naive. They believe in everything 
they hear and never revalue things. It is crucial that we as humans help our society in every 
way we can by critically evaluating the on-going events and reacting to injustice.We need to 
use our voice and speak up, because we never know how many people might think the 
same, but are too scared to express themselves and act. We have learned from history that 
building walls between humans and separating ourselves is never a good option. That is why, 
we need to connect in the hope for our better future.  

Horrible things happening during the Holocaust should not be forgotten. We need to know 
and be aware of everything those poor people had to go through, as well of knowing the 
conditions that led to the Holocaust, so we can make sure this event will never repeat itself. 

 

 

 

  



Hatred and manipulation – how far can it go? 

Most of us are familiar with the tragedy of the Holocaust during the Second World War. The 
cause of the Holocaust is the subject of many discussions, but as we are moving forward the 
problem is less and less presented to the general public. As the generations change, sadly 
there are not many survivors among us who have experienced the Second World War and 
the Holocaust. Therefore, it is of special importance to pass the terrible story onto the future 
generations and make them think about it.  

Unfortunately, the consequences of the lack of awareness are already showing their true 
colours. Not only that the deniers of the Holocaust dare to speak publicly about how the 
Holocaust is a made-up story, a fairy tale made by communists or authorities, but there are 
even different fascist groups forming around the world and also fascist politicians running 
for important positions. But why is such behaviour in our society even reappearing? 

It is generally known that these kind of movements are getting massive support from 
(mostly) uncritical or/and uneducated people. With many various personal issues added, 
such individuals are in perfect condition for political instigation. Fascist movements are 
especially successful in this area mostly because of its hateful ideology. The hippie myth of 
love winning over hatred is, at least in the political field, mostly not true. It is easier to unite 
a crowd against something (or rather someone) different than for something/someone, not 
considering the differences. Of course, it is much easier to blame someone for your 
problems and it even gives one the feeling of power. Fascist leaders can take, and are taking 
advantage of such crowd psychology. Obviously, in those situations the legitimacy of the 
information, the weaker and the affected groups and also ethnic problems are not taken into 
consideration. 

If we are interested in the consequences of such destructive fascist/Nazi leader-crowd 
relationships, we do not have to go far back. The Holocaust has shown the atrocities that can 
be born out of ideologies of hate and what ignorance from the outside can mean. From the 
past events, we can gather that the politics of hate is likely to lead into catastrophe. In 
addition, hatred seems to have been more and more tolerated over the past ten years. Once 
again, this is a proof that we have not learnt much from history. 

 

 

  



Bystander 

Sometimes I wonder what is behind the door 

Sometimes I wonder what the soldiers are for 

People say to ignore, that questions are not for the war 

as the answers will tear their hearts even more. 

 

Sometimes smoke flies thick and black 

Sometimes I hear screams in the night 

People with no rights walk out of my sight 

Like they know, they will never come back. 

 

When the suffering is over and the war is won 

The door opens for everyone 

We feel the screams, hear the smoke, see everything unsaid 

The war leaves nothing but the sea of red. 

 

A skeleton, small, on an even smaller bed. 

That could have been me - instead. 
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