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Be the light in the darkness 

1. The Holocaust is no longer the most appropriate word to denote this genocide against the Jews in 
the Third Reich. They were not the only victims, but they represent the largest share. The Nazis also 
targeted the Slavs, homosexuals, the disabled, and all political enemies. Holocaust Remembrance Day 
is celebrated so that certain mistakes in history would not be repeated. 

Is humanity capable of repeating this massacre? The answer is unfortunately still yes. We only need to 
think of the massacres in Srebrenica, and others that took place in the period from the Second World 
War until today. If the “real” fanatics are in the right place at the right time and with the possible 
support of society, many things can happen - usually mostly bad. Society must not close its eyes to 
this. It must resist and prevent the evil that is spreading. Many times, however, they do not detect this 
evil at all, either because of propaganda, naivety, or their own conformism, which prevents them from 
stepping out of their comfort zone to do something for the common good. 

Hopefully, genocide on such a scale as the one committed in the Nazi Germany is unrepeatable. 
Nevertheless, if we think about the food we eat, which is often genetically modified, artificial and 
above all unhealthy, all this is slowly killing us, don't you think? If those in power continue to pollute 
our environment, it causes disease and ill health, which also crushes our resilience, makes us 
vulnerable and eventually causes many deaths. I wonder if anyone will ever take responsibility for 
this. What I have said is not just imagination, but a fact backed up by a wealth of scientific evidence. 

To be the light in the darkness is not easy, but it is possible. It is necessary to actively participate in the 
prevention of evil. It spreads the truth among those who are blinded by those who spread evil. Going 
back to the late 1930s and then the early 1940s, when Hitler and all those who helped him with their 
speeches and propaganda were spreading the ideas that led to what happened, I would say other 
countries (mainly the UK, whose leaders knew what was going on in Germany but did nothing) are 
also to blame. 

To sum up, evil has always been around us and probably will be, but we need to limit it and minimize 
it so that over time more and more people will take part in this so-called fight against evil and 
eventually there will be more light and less darkness. 
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2. As a society, we have been through some horrific times of starvation and death with no ending in 
sight. It is very easy to give in to desparation in times like these and give up hope completely. 
However, people have managed to find the light in the darkness even in the most horrific times, either 
in themselves or in one another. 

 Many point out that the ability to choose to respond to whatever life throws our way is the 
basis of our freedom. We cannot change the external conditions that limit, oppress, or frighten us, but 
we can choose our response. In order not to give up hope during the long, terrible nights in 
concentration camps, many prisoners chose what to hold in their minds. They would often think about 
the nice moments they shared with their family and friends and would picture their reunions. This 
helped them see past where they were and envision a better tomorrow that included their beloved, no 
matter how dark the world seemed that day. 

 Often, suffering people found hope by seeing good inside of the others suffering with them. 
For instance, a prisoner in a concentration camp offering their already small piece of bread to someone 
who they figured out was even hungrier than them showed the observers of this action that humanity is 
not as bad as the horrific actions they saw in the camps made them think it was. Another great 
example is the story of Aurelia Gregori, whose mother was raped by an SS guard and became pregnant 
while in Auschwitz. She became sick with typhus and was in so much pain she wanted to die. Another 
inmate convinced her not the give up and finally, Aurelia was born. She and her mother were both 
saved and returned to Trieste. If it had not been for the other inmate, Aurelia's mother would have tried 
to run from the camp and would have been torn apart by dogs. 

 »Even in the midst of darkness, it is possible to create light and share warmth with one 
another; that even on the edge of the abyss, it is possible to dream exalted dreams of compassion; that 
even in exile, friendship becomes an anchor. « said Elie Weisel, a Holocaust survivor and famous 
writer. This quote nicely summarises that hope is the only and most important thing we have in times 
of desperation. It is the only thing that can save us and those around us. 

 

 


